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SUBJECT: SOFA: CASE OF SGG JOHN W. BLOUNT 

1. WE HAVE HAD INQUIRY FROM CONGRESSMAN WALDIE REGARDING 
POSSIBILITY OF EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY IN CASE OF SSG BLOUNT. 
SIMILAR LETTER WENT TO THE ARMY JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL. 

IN DISCUSSION WITH CONGRESSMAN'S OFFICE IT WAS SUGGESTED 
AND ACCEPTED THAT MR. WALDIE MAKE HIS INTEREST KNOWN TO 
DEPARTING ROK AMBASSADOR KIM DONG JO WHO HAD BEEN NEWLY 
APPOINTED AS FOREIGN MINISTER. INTERIM REPLY TO 
CONGRESSMAN STATED THAT EMBASSY WOULD BE ASKED ABOUT 
REPORTS OF POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY BEARING IN MIND 
THAT MINISTER OF JUSTICE HAD BEEN CHANGED IN DECEMBER 
CABINET SHIFT. 

2. ARMY JUDGE ADVOCATE S OFFICE HAS REPLIED TO CONGRESS- 
MAN WALDIE ON BASIS OF CONVERSATION 26 NOVEMBER WITH 
THEN MINISTER OF JUSTICE SHIN AND EIGHTH ARMY JUDGE 
ADVOCATE OFFICE IN SEOUL. IN SUBSTANCE LETTER STATES 
THAT ROKG HAS INFORMALLY INDICATED BLOUNT CASE WOULD BE 
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REVIEWED AT AN APPROPRIATE OCCASION, I.E., AN IMPORTANT 
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KOREAN NATIONAL HOLIDAY. LETTER DID NOT SUGGEST ROKG 
HAD MADE OR IMPLIEDA COMMITMENT TO GRANT CLEMENCY. 

3. RECOGNIZING THAT POSSIBILITY OF EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY IS 
SENSITIVE POLITICAL MATTER, WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
VIEW AS TO DEPARTMENT'S REPLY TO CONGRESSMAN WALD IE. WE 
CAN USE SUBSTANCE OF IUDGE ADVOCATE’S LETTER IN OUR OWN 
REPLY IF IN EMBASSY JUDGMENT THIS REMAINS BEST 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE. RUSH 
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